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The number one roadblock to successful XBRL 
Adoption is the need for filers to retool their 
back-end systems to generate XBRL filings that are 
compatible with their Regulators’ evolving 
Taxonomy(s). Regulatory organizations that have 
mandated XBRL in their jurisdiction without 
providing an XBRL Data Collection/Conversion 
facility have significantly burdened their filers, 
resulting in lower compliance and resistance to the 
XBRL mandate.
XBRL Forms removes the financial and 
technological burden from the filers and provides 
them with an easy-to-use, web-based front end for 
users to verify financial information prior to 
submission. With the taxonomy identified, the 
XBRL Forms application dynamically renders a set 
of taxonomy-driven returns and schedules to 
facilitate the data capture of high-quality financial 
information. XBRL Forms validates each filing in 
real time against the taxonomy and certifies the 
return, generating the required XBRL instance 
document.
XBRL Forms also allows regulatory organization 
the flexibility to change their Data collection 
requirements, validation rules and reporting 
frequency, in very short order - without the need to 
provide filers with a significant lead-time for 
retooling.
With XBRL Forms, Regulators move beyond 
compliance by effectively removing the burden and 
complexity of generating XBRL filings from the filing 
organization, thus enabling immediate adoption of 
the new filing standard.

Zero-Footprint Software
XBRL Forms provides a Zero-Footprint thin-client 
facility for data entry of financial information. This 
means zero software downloads are required - 
which translates into maximum compliance and 
maximum adoption. Zero-Footprint offers the 
highest levels of automated filing to Regulators and 
their regulated subscriber entities: a subscriber 
simply logs in via the internet and submits its 
business information or corporate financial filings 
via a secure, intuitive submission form dynamically 
rendered by from the required XBRL taxonomy.
 

XBRL Forms:
Thin-Client Data Collection & Validation Facility

Detailed Functionality
• Web based (Java)
• Integrates with XBRL Power EAS:
  • User access control
  • Reporting management
  • Enablement of resubmissions
  • View past filings
  • Create new filings
• Import and output/download XBRL 

Instance Documents
• Print (pdf) Instance Documents
• XBRL Taxonomy Metadata drives:
    • Data Domain Validation
 • Online Help
 • Admin Guide
 • Validation (formulas)
  • Interactive
  • Final
 • Calculations
 • Multilingual
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XBRL Forms

COMMERCIALLY AVAILABLE OFF-THE-SHELF (COTS) SOFTWARE

Features
• Ensures accuracy - interactive 

real-time validation against the 
taxonomy, triggering all required 
calculations, formulas, and rules

• Easily deployed on all standard 
browsers, integrates tightly with 
the superVision Suite portal

• Stores works in progress for 
future revisions

• Allows for final 
Validation/Certification of returns 
prior to submission

• Generates XBRL Instance 
Documents for submission

• Imports XBRL instance 
documents for viewing, 
modification and re-submission

• Provides full Multilingual support

Validation & Certification
Returns and schedules are automatically rendered based on information 
embedded in the taxonomy. Accurate submissions are ensured through 
extensive real-time validation as well as final certification.
Interactive Validation
Interactive validation occurs on a field by field basis: as the user enters data, 
they are alerted to fatal errors or warnings defined within the taxonomy.
Final Certification
Final certification occurs when the user is ready to submit or output the filing: 
all rules in the taxonomy are processed and a validation screen presents 
details on any and all fatal errors or warnings. Fatal errors will prevent a filing 
from being submitted, warnings will not.
Validation errors and warnings can be extended in the taxonomy to virtually 
cover an infinite number of business rules through the use of XBRL Formulas.
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CASE STUDY:

Data Migration
Canada’s premier broadcasting company overcomes a  
daunting data integration task with help from SQL Power.

Client Type Television Network
Project Type Data Migration
Timeline 2004 - Ongoing
Technologies Used Data Migration tools:

• SQL Power Architect
• SQL Power Loader
• SQL Power DQ Guru
• SQL Power Dashboard
Databases:
• Oracle
• Sybase

Client Profile
One of Canada’s largest privately-owned broadcast television networks, this client has consistently 
been placed as Canada’s top rated network in terms of viewers. Owning over 20 stations across the 
country, including 8 in the major cities (Toronto, Vancouver, Montreal, Calgary, Winnipeg, Edmonton, 
Halifax and Ottawa), they also own Specialty channels in addition to Conventional stations. Offering a 
wide range of quality news, information, sports and entertainment programming including one of the top 
newscasts in Canada, they represent one of the top choices for prime-time viewing.

Client Challenges
Faced with the high costs and inefficiencies of maintaining multiple disparate systems, business 
processes and technologies, this large Canadian Broadcasting company needed an integrated 
application system that could streamline key internal processes across multiple business units. To 
solve this problem, the client purchased a new data management system (IBMS) from Pilat to manage 
content management, scheduling, broadcasts and sales.
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The client faced multiple challenges in migrating the legacy data from the disparate systems to the 
consolidated target database. These include:

1. 	Needed to transform the various source data structures to a single target database required by 
IBMS.

2. 	Needed to conform and de-dupe all key dimensions including Agencies, Advertisers and 
Distributors.

3. 	Needed the ability to audit the source-versus-target data at certain milestones, to assure key 
stakeholders that their data has been successfully migrated.

4. 	The data migration process must be re-usable from station to station, with minimal code tweaks.

5.	 The solution must be well documented and contain necessary audit processes.

Solution Delivered
The client chose SQL Power as their data migration partner to assist in this large endeavour to migrate 
all its data from the various sources and integrate it into a single system. This project involved over 
200 source tables and 50 million records. SQL Power used the combination of their established data 
migration tools, methodology and proven expertise to deliver the migration effort. An incremental data 
migration approach was applied, with reconciliation checkpoints, which allowed the client to bring one 
business unit into production at a time.
SQL Power is in the process of delivering a solution with the following major components:

1. 	An Extract-Transform-Load (ETL) process (built using SQL Power Loader) to move all the data 
from all data sources into one central database.

2. 	An automated process to find duplicate data across systems of Agencies, Advertisers and 
Distributors. (Merging of duplicates and their related data after verification, using the SQL Power 
DQ Guru.)

3.	 A data audit and reconciliation dashboard facility (using SQL Power Dashboard) to display key 
source-versus-target data metrics and highlighting any discrepancies – thus providing confidence 
in the migrated data.

SQL Power also provided Project Management and Quality Assurance expertise in order to ensure the 
project is and continues to be successful.

Solution Benefits
By consolidating and de-duping its disparate operational systems and business units onto a single 
broadcasting solutions platform, the client realized many benefits including:

•	Streamlined business processes and improved operational efficiencies

•	Single, consolidated operational reporting environment

•	 Improved productivity and efficiency for end-users

•	Reduced total cost of ownership



ABOUT SQL POWER

Founded in 1988, and headquartered in Toronto Canada, 
SQL Power Group Inc. is a global application Software 
firm specializing in Business Intelligence and XBRL 
implementations. Since implementing the first Regulatory 
XBRL Solution in Canada in 2009, SQL Power has 
been at the forefront of XBRL software innovation - 
rolling out the world’s first fully-integrated XBRL data 
collection, return management and analytics solution 
designed specifically for regulators’ business users. 
Our consultants possess deep domain knowledge and 
strong practice expertise in XBRL, Data Integration and 
Analytics and will help de-risk any XBRL implementation.

LIVE DEMOS 
 
To learn more about SQL Power 
solutions, contact us today to 
schedule a live demonstration.

SQL Power Group Inc.
4950 Yonge St.
Suite 1900
Toronto, Ontario, Canada
M2N 6K1

Tel  416.221.4220
Toll Free  1.866.SQL.POWR
Fax  416.221.5898
Email  info@sqlpower.ca

www.SQLPower.ca


